2.  Integrated Watershed Planning

Focus:  North and West Florida and the Great Lake states of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin
Purpose:  

· Pilot integrated watershed planning in North and West Florida and the Great Lakes Region; 

· Address competition for water between growing communities and water sources; 

· Recognize the relationships between stormwater, water supply, and wastewater planning; and 

· Demonstrate effectiveness of incentive based zoning, pollutant trading, resource transfer, and banking mechanisms that can help implement best practices on a large scale.
Proposed Earmark:  $5 million - $500,000 each for lands within the Suwannee River Water Management District and lands affected by water supply/withdrawal issues in Pinellas, Hillsborough and Pasco counties in West Florida; $4 million for Great Lake states.

Source of Earmark:  

USDA, NRCS: Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Program (federal grant number 10.904) in accordance with the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act (16 U.S.C. 1001-1005 and 1007-1009), the provisions of the Act of April 27, 1935 (16 U.S.C. 590a-f), and in accordance with the provisions of laws relating to the activities of the Department
Administration of Earmark:  Earmarked funds for North Florida shall be directed to the Suwannee River Water Management District and funds for West Florida (focusing on water supply/withdrawal issues in Pinellas, Hillsborough and Paco counties) shall be directed to most appropriate of the Resource and Conservation Districts in West Florida.  Earmarked funds for the Great Lakes shall be directed to the most appropriate of the following organizations: the Great Lakes Council of Governors, Great Lakes Commission, National Governors Association, National Association of State Departments of Agriculture or Resource and Conservation Districts within the states.  Funds will be disbursed through cooperative agreements to watershed basins, states, cities, and/or associations that can demonstrate: 
· Willingness to invest in implementing projects within the next year;

· Political leadership at the local level;

· Ecological value/problem to be addressed;

· Identified ecological, water resource related problems.
Integrated Watershed Planning

In North & West Florida & the Great Lakes

Purpose of the Earmark: To pilot integrated watershed planning in North & West Florida and the Great Lakes Region

Description: The integrated watershed planning initiative proposes to work with local units of government and watershed planning entities to develop integrated watershed management plans. The comprehensive planning process would serve as a model for North and West Florida counties, the Great Lakes region and the nation. To meet the multiple regulatory, water resource, ecosystem, and human needs in the region, the planning process would simultaneously address: water supply, water quality, stormwater management, and wastewater treatment.  The process would account explicitly for the interactions between land use and water resource planning. Expected plan benefits include: 
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1. Provide cost-savings over a piece-meal approach (e.g., explicitly recognizes the relationships between stormwater, water supply, and wastewater planning) 
2. Provide assistance to local entities for achieving regulatory compliance

3. Aid in Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL; i.e., waste load allocation in surface waters) implementation

4. Support source water protection

5. Work toward achieving specific environmental objectives, which for the Great Lakes region include returning natural flow levels and ecosystem function to the Great Lakes basin

This project would be a model of how integrated watershed management that incorporates best practices could at the same time, help meet the improvement and conservation standards within North and West Florida and the Great Lakes Charter Annex.  The best practices can be:

· Place based—natural areas worthy of protection, restoration or buffering. 

· Management based—hydrologic, or habitat based practices (e.g., stormwater best management practices [BMPs], low impact development [LID]) that restore flow levels and ecosystem function

· Incentive based—zoning, pollutant trading, resource transfer, or transference of development rights or banking mechanisms that could help implement best practices on a large scale within or even outside the basin. 

The watershed plans would result from a systematic evaluation and optimization of alternatives.  A distinguishing feature of the proposal is the emphasis on implementation as well as planning.  This would include traditional and watershed permitting, market-based approaches toward environmental compliance (e.g., trading), and the associated institutions (e.g., multi-credit registries and banks) as well as enabling policies and legislation.

The overall system would develop the watershed management process and the institutional framework in concert with the communities’ goals related to economic growth and restoring natural flow levels and the ecosystem.

Earmarked Funds would go to watershed basins, districts, states, cities, associations who demonstrate:

· Willingness to invest in implementing projects within the next year;

· Political leadership at the local level;

· Ecological value/problem to be addressed;

· Identified ecological, water resource related problems.
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