PROPOSED LANGUAGE

AG APPROPRIATIONS EARMARK REQUEST #3

Improved Water Quality & Nutrient Management Districts

Focusing on

The Okeechobee Drainage Basin of Florida;

as well as:

Reduction of Hypoxia in the Gulf of Mexico in Louisiana & Mississippi;

Improved nutrient management in Confined Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) in California and Texas; &

Improved water quality entering Klamath River from the Klamath Basin of California & Oregon
March 10, 2004

Organizations making request:

Stewardship America, Inc.


CH2M HILL, Inc., DC Office

621 NW 53rd Street, Suite 240

555 11th Street, NW, Suite 525

Boca Raton, FL 33487


Washington, DC 20004

Tel. (561) 995-1474



Tel. (202) 393-2426

Stewardship America, Inc. (SAI) is working cooperatively with all Florida agriculture organizations, large agricultural landowners, the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and four water management districts on three earmark requests.  

See attached letter of support from Doug Bournique, Executive Vice President, Indian River Citrus League, to Rep. Weldon regarding request for earmark from USDA’s Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program for Rural Land Stewardship Area planning (request #1).

SAI is preparing similar letters for review by all principal ag organizations and ag landowners in Florida to send to you supporting this earmark request (request #3). Phone contact was made with all principal ag organizations prior to the meeting in your office the first week of March.  Follow up letter is going out to ag organizations and ag landowners on Monday, March 15, 2004 for their review.  Personal visits were made during the week of March 1, 2004 with all agency and organization contacts listed on the following pages. 

SAI also is working cooperatively with producers, drainage districts and water users associations in the Klamath Basin of Oregon and California (Mr. Evans is part of a fourth-generation farm and ranching family that operates a 3,000 acre cow/calf, hay and grain, and horticulture operation on the California/Oregon border). 

CH2M HILL is working cooperatively with ag producers in California, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas through its Agricultural Services Division.

Organization contacts:

Stewardship America, Inc.


CH2M HILL, Inc., DC Office


Craig Evans, President


Vanessa Stiffler-Claus, VP Gov’t Affairs


Cell (561) 302-5782



Direct line: (202) 220-0584


Email – craig@privatelands.org

Email – Vstiffle@ch2m.com 
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Project Title:  



Improved Water Quality and Nutrient Management

Total Number of Projects Requested:  
3 (#1 Reps Miller and Weldon; #2 Rep. Crenshaw)

Priority for this Project:  


3

Appropriations Bill:
   


Agriculture



Agency:




Natural Resources Conservation Service

Agency Contacts:



Dale Moore, Chief of Staff, Secretary Veneman







202-720-3631; via Marty.Capp@usda.gov (or dmw@usda.gov) 







Gary Margheim, Special Assistant to the Chief, NRCS







202-690-2877, Gary.Margheim@usda.gov 







David Gagner, Special Assistant to the Chief, NRCS







202-720-2534, David.Gagner@usda.gov 

Requested Account:



Conservation Programs 


Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

(Federal Improvement and Reform Act of 1996, Public Law 104-127, as amended; Food Security Act of 1985, Subtitle D, Title XII, and Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002, Subtitle D, Title II, Sec. 2301, 16 U.S.C. 3830 et seq.)
Amount Requested:



Provided, That the funds targeted to livestock 

$4.5 million per demonstration   

production and the development and implementation of

project; $22.5 with five projects;

comprehensive nutrient management plans shall

request maybe reduced by limiting

be available to create a pilot program of at least

projects to priority regions in FL

five (5) but not more than ten (10) demonstration

CA and OR 




projects in the following five (5) regions of the

country

THIS CAN BE USED AS




PROPOSED APPROPRIATIONS

(a) The Okeechobee Drainage Basin of Florida,  

BILL LANGUAGE



(b) Along the Mississippi River in Louisiana and Texas,

(c)  In the Central and/or Imperial valleys of California, 

(b) In Texas, and 

(e) In the Klamath Basin of California and Oregon. 

Groups of at least 10 but no more than 30 individual producers whose properties are adjacent to or in close proximity to each other shall be allowed by the Secretary to cooperatively package together EQIP funding applications and payments, in order to provide a pool of funds of up to
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no more than $4.5 million per demonstration project, to establish Nutrient Management Districts on a block of at least 25 sections of land (or 16,000 contiguous acres) to deal with nutrient management issues on a regional, rather than on a parcel-by-parcel basis.  

As an incentive for participation in these pilot/ demonstration projects, the cost-share for producers shall be reduced to 90/10 with EQIP funds making up ninety percent (90%) of the cost share.  This reduction is based on the critical need for effective nutrient management in the Okeechobee Basin of Florida, along the Mississippi River, in heavily impacted livestock production areas of California and Texas, and in the Klamath Basin, which require immediate, “emergency” measures to address critical downstream habitat and water quality issues in these areas.  

Further Detail on Request: 
Florida faces the potential loss of 19 dairies in the Okeechobee Drainage Basin that risk being forced out of business by an alternative approach by Florida Department of Environmental Protection that will require each dairy to spend $4,500 per cow (thus doubling the current cost of production) to meet new Best Management Practice (BMP) standards.

The proposed request would create up to: 

(a) Two (2) Nutrient Management Districts (NMD) in the Okeechobee Drainage Basin of Florida (one for dairy producers and one for cow-calf operations, and both to be used as phytoremediation treatment areas for removing phosphorus from sediments of water courses flowing into Lake Okeechobee).

(b) One (1) NMD/phytoremediation treatment area demonstration project each in Louisiana and Mississippi to divert Mississippi River Water to properties within close proximity of the river where landowners have demonstrated a willingness to create Nutrient Management Districts/ phytoremediation treatment areas to filer 
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Mississippi River Water to remove suspended solids and nutrients that contribute to hypoxia in the Gulf of Mexico.

(c) Two (2) NMD demonstration projects in the Central and/or Imperial valleys of California focused on addressing issues on Confined Animal Operations (CAFOs).

(d) Two (2) NMD demonstration projects in Texas focused on addressing issues on Confined Animal Operations (CAFOs).

(3) Two (2) NMD demonstration projects in the Klamath Basin of Oregon and California, one addressing CAFO dairy operations near Bonanza and one for use as a phytoremediation treatment area to address the quality of water being discharged from the Klamath Drainage District (KDD) into the Klamath River.

Total number of NMDs requested on pilot basis in CA, FL, LA, MS, OR and TX is a minimum of five or maximum of 10.

Precedent:  
A similar “package” of funds, bringing together 10 producers in the Chino Basin of California with reduced cost share, already has been done by USDA/NRCS under 2003 emergency farm legislation.

Funds included in President’s Budget?
Yes.  EQUIP is proposed to be funded at a level of $1 billion.

Anticipated Future Funding:
If pilot program of five to ten demonstration projects is successful, permanent option shall be provided through EQIP for producers to package together applications and payments to create Nutrient Management Districts and phytoremediation treatment areas.  

No additional funding will be required for this option.  
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Purpose/Justification for funding:
The intent of this pilot program and its demonstration projects is to make more effective, efficient use of existing funds targeted to livestock production and the development and implementation of comprehensive nutrient management plans.

Local and State funding sources:
FL – South Florida Water Management District


Other states – none known

Other Federal funding sources:
EPA, Office of Water, Sec. 319(h), through rural portion of state nonpoint source pollution grants

Federal agency contacts:
See “Agency Contacts,” page 2 above

State agency contacts:
Florida Department of Ag & Consumer Services

Chuck Aller


850-410-6732, allerc@doacs.state.fl.us 


John Folks


850-414-9928, folksj@doacs.state.fl.us  


Leslie Palmer-Boxold

850-410-6726, palmerl@doacs.state.fl.us 

Other contacts:
Art Darling, Sunshine State Milk Producers\


407-648-4311, darlinga@msn.com 


Jim Handley, Florida Cattlemen’s Association


407-846-6221,  FBCFCAJimHandley@aol.com  


Stefan Frehicks, ag policy consultant, The Nature Conservancy, 703-868-5165


Rich Duesterhaus, National Association of Conservation Districts,  202-547-6223, Rich-Duesterhaus@nacdnet.org 


Charlie Ingram, National Association of State


Departments of Agriculture, 202-296-9680, Charlie@nasda-hq.org 

