Date: Fri, 12 Mar 2004 06:49:49 -0500

To: Lisa.Barkovic@mail.house.gov

From: Craig Evans <craig@privatelands.org>

Subject: Amended language for Okeechobee Basin Nutrient Management District

Cc: Elizabeth.Nicolson@mail.house.gov

Lisa --

Am attaching a revision of the documents I sent you by email late yesterday.  Made a few refinements and corrected some typos.  Also added more contacts.  The attached documents read better and provide a better explanation for the request.  So, please, delete the documents I sent you yesterday and use these instead.

Copies of these documents will be going to all contacts I've listed in the request, to Bridget Walsh with Sen. Nelson and Zev Simpser  with Sen. Graham, and to Karen Williams in Rep. Putnam's office, a potential co-sponsor.

I will begin working on co-sponsors from among the Florida, California and Texas delegations and in House and Senate in the next few weeks.   Support for this already has been indicated by staff in the Senate Ag Appropriations committee.

I expect you may begin hearing about this from some ag groups in Florida relatively soon, and I expect Art Darling will be at the head of the list.

Should you need any additional information, clarification or need questions answered, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Best forms of contact are (1) cell - 561-302-5782 and (2) email - craig@privatelands.org

PLEASE NOTE:  I have attached the letter to Rep. Weldon from Doug Bournique, Executive Vice President of the Indian River Citrus League, for your information.  A decision was made at a March 10 meeting of IRLC's executive committee, attended by major landowners belonging to IRLC, to include Okeechobee County as one of the five counties in which IRLC will be working (and establishing countywide groups patterned after the Martin County Agricultural Landowner, Inc.) to promote rural lands stewardship planning, using Florida's Rural Lands Stewardship Program (163.3177(11)(d), F.S.) and a proposed earmark from the USDA/NRCS Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program.

I will be forwarding you he background information and appropriations language for this request later today, in the hopes that Rep. Folely will consider co-sponsoring this request.

Appreciate you help on this.

All the best,

Craig Evans

President

Stewardship America, Inc.

Leader

Landscape Conservation Initiative

CH2M HILL, Inc.

email - craig@privatelands.org

Cell - 561-302-5782

more detail - visit project website at http://privatelands.org 

